[Repeated arterial infusion chemotherapy for inoperable hepatocellular carcinoma using implantable drug delivery system].
We performed a clinical evaluation of repeated arterial infusion chemotherapy using an implantable drug delivery system for 41 patients with inoperable hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). About half of our patients could not undergo transcatheter arterial embolization (TAE) because of extreme tumor extension and/or accompanying advanced cirrhosis. In most patients we implanted a 5 Fr. catheter non-surgically and connected it to an implanted injection port through a subcutaneous tunnel. The treatment schedule was weekly or biweekly intrahepatic one-shot administration of mitomycin C, adriamycin, 5-fluorouracil and epirubicin. The response rate (CR + PR) was 24.4%. The median survival period was 401.1 days. The 6 month, 1-year and 2-year survival rates were 73%, 48% and 24%, respectively. There were no severe side effects nor complications. The implantable drug delivery system will contribute not only to improved therapeutic efficacy for inoperable HCC but also improve the quality of life for patients.